
















Environment for Infant Clay Play and the Clay Topos
Hideki MAESHIMA
Abstract 
　The purpose of this research is the study of the environmental model of infant education 
through the investigation and analysis of playing with clay.
　I asked almost all nursery schools and kindergartens （1,200 facilities） in Okayama and 
Shimane to complete a questionnaire concerning the environment surrounding those infants 
playing with clay within the childcare facilities. As a result, it has become clear that nursery 
teachers believe that playing with clay is a very important activity. However, rarely is 
natural clay used, and even in the case of toy clay nursery teachers rarely make use of it 
as a learning aid. Additionally, there were few materials available to aid the adoption of this 
activity as a subject.
　The importance of “good environmental maintenance and other suitable techniques” to the 
education of infants is, here, demonstrated. Therefore, we will stress independent learning 
within the environment with regard to creating the foundations of a human’s development 
during infancy.
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